
VXGE A2! TUESDAY, FEBRUARY24, 2004

The myth of 'safe-sex'
In "Abstinence promise"

(Culture, Thursday), reporter
Cheryl Wetzstein aptly portrays
the stark contrast in both phi
losophy and funding of the cul
ture war over sex education.

The abortion activists at
NARAL Pro-Choice America
decry abstinence education as
promoting "censorship, shame
and fear." The Sexuality Infor
mation and Education Council
of the United States (SIECUS)
charges that by advocating ab
stinence, President Bush "has
allowed ideology and politics to
triumph over science."

In reality, abstinence educa
tion employs science to expose
the myth of "safe-sex," pro

motes self-respect and encour
ages the strength to say no to
sexual risk and exploitation.
The Centers for Disease Con
trol and Prevention (CDC), a
frequent target of conserva
tives, recently reported that ab
stinence and nionogamy are the
most reliable ways to avoid cer
tain sexually transmitted dis
eases, including human papil-
lomavirus (HPV) ("Abstinence
key to avoiding sex disease,"
Nation, Feb. 3).

Inwhat must have been a blow
to the groups that have reaped lit
erallybillions oftaxpayer dollars
to herald condomis as the holy
grail of "safe sex," the CDC re
port to Congress concluded that

"the available scientific evidence
is not sufficient to recommend
condoms as a primary preven
tion strategy" for HPV.

Tben-agers need encourage
ment to save sex for marriage,
and the Bush administration is
facilitating such support
through abstinence education
funding. On behalf of the mil
lions of parents, teen-agers,
teachers and physicians who
supportthisetWcily sound and
scientifically accurate approach,
thank you, Mr. President.
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